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Amwell Academy

Ringocs, Hunterdon County, Wew Jersey

Ovmer: Dr. Thoodore Whittelsey

Date of Erection: 1811

 Architect:

Builder:

Present Conditicn; Very good

Mumber of Stories: Two

Haterials of Construction: Houndation -~ stone

Lxterior walls = stone
with dressed guoins

Interior walls - plaster
Ineside brick chimneys

. Hoof = pilteh

On HMay 1, 1811 Titus Guick and hisg wife Hannah
gave title to Colonel David Bishop, George Dilts, John
Lequear, David lanners, and John 3Sohenck as trusteeg of
Amwell Academy Lor the tract of land upon which this
building standse. The school was erected that samc year;
a great deal of the worll was dGone without any reimburse-
mentes The local masons and carventers ocntributing
thelr share along with the farmers who hauled the stone
wiloh come in part from Sandy Ridge and in part frowm the
Sourlsnd liountains, 1t was used as a school until about
1830 when it was closed, In 1868 the property was
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purchaged by Dr, Cornellus W, larison who with
hls brother the HDeverend Andrevw I, mLflcon

a5

incoryorated The 3Jeminory of Alp(O cs. Thils
vas cpened dIn 1862 to puplls o' roth Scxes.
The school existsed until 1881: Heverend Leorigon

gied a fevw wyearg bheflore that and his wife became
vica—princ&pél of the Levilsburg Institute.

Dr, Larison 2lso had less to o with the school;
he gerved In 1874~18735 as Frofessoy of Hebural
Science at Huclnell resisning to resume his
medical practice at Hingoes in 1875 after the
death of hris wnartner, Dr, Lce. In the same year
he started the hcudemy of Science snd Arts, not
to ve confused with the Seminary,and 1an 1876 he
was appointed Frofesscr of Zoolony of Bueknells
he continued hils practice at Ringoes besidoes
oiving a coursce of Jectures eachh year nt Duclnell,
At rrcocent the bullding is uvsed ag a private
fes;dence.

The corner cucins and the vindowr heads
are brownstone with toocled face. 'fhe comice,
the froant entrence, {loors, bLose, sone trim, the
firet floor partitions, and the stalirs to Lhe
second floor are original, The rear and end
doors are not original.,. Thre second floor had
when 1t was huilt tihree classroow« -~ one omall

room Oppo ’te the stalrs and onc 1arie room a
cach end of the bullding. Trere were no fire~

places on the zsecond floor. Tlaster wog placed
directly on the stone wall and 211 the nlasher
valls and cciling were whitewashed, The roof
hag been “occntlj reslated, The stbic is un-
Tiniched,
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A bullding dignified in mass l1s
provided by the 54 foect 8 inches front by
26 feet 8 inches depth and 23 feet elevation
of front and rear walls; in composition this
is & post-dated exeample of American Georgian
precedents This designation is furthor iandicated
by the massive comer quoins and keystoned flat
and window neads sll of tooled hrownstone, features
with which & projecting base course weould have been
consistent, and by the large gize of the twventy-
four pane windows. The material and scale thus
established susgest a nmore imposing entrance doorway
than tThe OOMU“rathOlj siall and bypically domestice
one wihich the wilding recelved,

The ground floor plan reveals the ceatral
stairhall from front to resr entrances, a2 standard
arrangement in the more formal types of Georgian
and T"ederal mznsions, On one side of this hall 1s
a lerge class room 21 feet 55 laches by 23 fect 4
inches balsnced oa the other side by two rooms of
13 feet 5 inches and ¢ feelt & lnches width respectively
and 22 feet length. The second floor plan was origine-
211y composed of a smsll room in front of the stairway,
between two lerge clasgrooms, The garvet story wos
unfinished, ”ke existing partitions dividing the two
large rooms of the second [loor arc OP recent date,

The interior woodwork mantels, stairiay, bascboard,
door and window trim is a very plain rnndering of the
nolded work cf the period, a bead {illet with & broad
fegseia being used variouzly in all these Leaturcs.
Tri-panelled shutters cxisting on the front windovs
are not shown in the survey drawling s of the clecvations
as likewlse the severely plain mantel shelf,
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